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-- AS DELIVERED-- 



Mr. Chairman,  

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the Member states of the European Union. 

At the outset let me thank Mrs. Bettina Tucci Bartsiotas, Controller, as well as Mr. 

Carlos Ruiz Massieu, Chairman of the ACABQ, for introducing this very 

important item and the subsequent reports.  

Mr. Chairman, 

Let me repeat our strong and unequivocal support for the 2030 Agenda and the 

Addis Ababa Action Agenda adopted last summer. These landmark agreements 

truly offer a global framework for action of unprecedented ambition. The Member 

States of the European Union are determined to contribute to the implementation 

of this new overarching framework. We are also committed to ensuring strong 

mechanisms to follow up on, and review the implementation of, these landmark 

agreements. We need to adapt ourselves to the new Agenda and not seek to adapt 

the agenda to our status quo. 

We now need to see a response from the Secretariat and the wider UN 

Development System that reflects the new paradigm. Agenda 2030 demands a 

system that works cohesively as a network for a common set of goals and not 

merely some re-badging of existing tasks.  In that regard we support the work 

being undertaken by the Secretary-General but must also concur with the 

recommendations by the ACABQ, also in relation to the UN DESA report of 

December 2015.  

Mr. Chairman,  

The focus of the Secretary-General should be on reprioritisation and thorough 

analysis of current mandates, like we have stated in previous statements. We 



believe that no request for new resources can be proposed unless there is a specific 

and well-defined need that is clearly linked to the new agenda. New resources from 

the regular budget are only warranted in view of specific mandates. 

We are convinced that under the able leadership of the Secretary-General, the 

Organization as a whole will eventually benefit more from taking a well thought-

through, comprehensive and holistic approach to this issue. 

Let me also reiterate that we consider this introduction done the last week of this 

session to be an exceptional action that does not align with the working methods of 

the Committee and the relevant resolutions in this regard, in particular General 

Assembly Resolution 70/247. 

I thank you Mr. Chairman 


